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2.  Explain the importance of stream I/O when compared to FORTRAN's I/O.

The stream I/O as first introduced in Pascal was a large improvement on the cryptic I/O that previously existed in FORTRAN.  FORTRAN's I/O consists of somewhat complicated statements that are difficult to read and take considerable attention to write.  In FORTRAN, the WRITE statement is used in conjunction with a FORMAT statement to generate formatted output.  Unfortunately, these functions require the programmer to memorize a set of unusual parameters and puzzling field specifiers.  The READ statement (used for input) can be associated with similar pitfalls for the programmer.  For the end user, the READ statement does not provide much flexibility.  FORTRAN expects information from the user to be input in a strict manner.  The stream I/O presented with the development of Pascal, however, was quite an improvement.  The Pascal write and writeln functions, for example, allow an arbitrary number of variables or constants of arbitrary type to be sent to the output stream.  Formatting numeric data is straightforward and requires very little additional effort. Similarly, the read and readln functions allow values to be read in from the input stream just as easily. To the user, the stream I/O of Pascal provides much more flexibility when inputting values.  Generally, values can be multiple lengths and need only be separated by whitespace.  In summary, the stream I/O in Pascal improved on existing I/O by increasing readability and increasing writeability via simplification.  

